
From The Director’s Chair 
EVENTS AT A 

GLANCE 

Sat, Dec 6 

Youth Exec Forum 

Sat, Dec 20 

Youth Christmas 
Party  

Wed, Dec 24 

Christmas Eve 

Thur, Dec 25 

Christmas Day 

Merry Christmas!! 

Sun, Dec 28 

Christmas Caroling 

Wed, Dec 31 

New Years Eve 

Thur, Jan 1, 2009 

Happy New Year!! 

Sun, Jan 25, 2009 

New Years Levy at 
Holy Eucharist          
Parish from 2-4pm 

It’s the START 
that STOPS most 
people. 

A Recently Spotted 
Bumper Sticker:              

Will the road you're on get 
you to my place?"....God  

"To change and to 
improve are two 
different things." 
German Proverb 

UCY/UCYA Winnipeg 

Welcome back! Winter is now 
upon us, and that means prepa-
rations are under way for the 
coming of our Lord. In our tradi-
tion, we follow St. Philip’s Fast as 
preparation for the Feast of the 
Nativity on the 25th of December 
or 7th of January. Like the Great 
Fast before Pascha, this is a pe-
riod of spiritual reflection to open 
our hearts for the birth of our 
Lord. Please remember not to 
neglect your spiritual self as you 
prepare for 
Christmas cele-
brations and al-
ways keep in 
mind the “reason 
for the season.” 
 Looking back 
over the month of 
November, a con-
ference call was 
held between the 
youth offices of 
Winnipeg and 
Saskatoon on the 
15th in order to 
make preliminary 
plans for an un-
der 18 youth event to be held in 
Yorkton during late February. We 
are hoping to take a busload of 
youth with us so please keep 
watching the newsletter for more 
information. Also, the previous 
weekend, a small group of youth 
and young adults ventured out 
into the chilly night to A Maze in 
Corn for an Archeparchial youth 

get-together. Everyone had a 
great time, whether it was try-
ing to find an exit or just enjoy-
ing some general fellowship. 
Thanks to all those who came! 
 Looking toward December, our 
forum which had been sched-
uled for November 29th has 
been rescheduled for Saturday, 
December 6 from noon to 4:00 
pm. This will give executive 
members a chance to share 
their views on the future of the 

youth execu-
tive as well as 
the program-
ming for the 
coming year. 
Following this, 
we have been 
invited by His 
Grace Metro-
politan Law-
rence to deco-
rate the chan-
cery and resi-
dence for 
Christmas. 
Supper will be 
provided for 

those who stay and assist us. 
Come join us for a great time! 
 Speaking of great times, on 
Saturday, December 20th, our 
second annual Christmas party 
will be held at St. Michael’s 
parish. Once again, this event 
will be followed by another ac-
tivity: the organizing and finish-
ing of the ornaments for Holy 

Family Nursing Home that 
will be distributed during car-
oling. This year, the caroling 
will take place on Sunday, 
December 28, beginning at 
the Nursing Home at 4:00 
pm. If you do not feel you 
are a singer, you may still 
join us as an ornament dis-
tributor for the afternoon. We 
have done this for many 
years now and our visit is 
eagerly awaited by residents 
and staff alike.  
Also, we are “going green.” 
In order to keep down the 
use of paper to help the en-
vironment and to save 
money on postage, those 
who wish to keep receiving 
the newsletter in an online 
format must email me at 
youth@archeparchy.ca. Oth-
ers will continue to receive 
the newsletter by mail until 
we are notified otherwise. If 
you would no longer like to 
receive the newsletter but 
would like to view it on 
ucymb.wordpress.com, 
please email me as well. 
Help us to do our part in 
helping the environment. 
 That’s all for now. Have a 
blessed Nativity and a 
Happy New Year and I will 
see you in 2009! 
Tamara Lisowski  
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THE GOLD WRAPPING PAPER -    
An Inspiring Christmas Story  
 

Once upon a time, a man punished his five-
year-old daughter for using up the family’s only 
roll of expensive gold wrapping paper before 
Christmas. Money was tight, so he became 
even more upset when on Christmas Eve, he 
saw that the child had used the expensive gold 
paper to decorate a large shoebox she had put 
under the Christmas tree.  
Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, 
filled with excitement, brought 
the gift box to her father and 
said, "This is for you, Daddy!" 
As he opened the box, the fa-
ther was embarrassed by his 
earlier overreaction, now regret-
ting how he had punished her. 
But when he opened the shoe-
box, he found it was empty and 
again his anger flared. "Don't 
you know, young lady,” he said 
harshly, “when you give someone a present 
there's supposed to be something inside the 
package!" 
The little girl looked up at him with sad tears 
rolling from her eyes and whispered: "Daddy, 
it's not empty. I blew kisses into it until it was 
all full." 
The father was crushed. He fell on his knees 
and put his arms around his precious little girl. 
He begged her to forgive him for his unneces-
sary anger. 
An accident took the life of the child only a 
short time later. It is told that the father kept 
this little gold box by his bed for all the years of 
his life. Whenever he was discouraged or 
faced difficult problems, he would open the 
box, take out an imaginary kiss, and remember 
the love of this beautiful child who had put it 
there. In a very real sense, each of us as hu-
man beings have been given an invisible 
golden box filled with un-
conditional love and 
kisses from our children, 
family, friends and God. 
There is no more precious 
possession anyone could 
hold. 

THE CHRISTMAS LETTER             
Author Unknown 
Ruth went to her mail box on Christmas 
Eve, and there was only one letter. She 
picked it up and looked at it before open-
ing, but then she looked at the envelope 
again. There was no stamp, no postmark, 
only her name and address. She read the 
letter: Dear Ruth:  
I'm going to be in your neighborhood this 
Christmas and I'd like to stop by for a visit.  

Love Always, Jesus  
Ruth's hands were shak-
ing as she placed the let-
ter on the table. "Why 
would the Lord want to 
visit me? I'm nobody spe-
cial. I don't have anything 
to offer." With that 
thought, Ruth remem-
bered her empty kitchen 
cabinets.  

"Oh my goodness, I really don't have any-
thing to offer. It's already Christmas Eve 
and the stores will be closing. I'll have to 
run down out and buy something for dinner 
right away." She reached for her purse and 
counted out its contents. Five dollars and 
forty cents. "Well, I can get some bread 
and cold cuts, at least." She threw on her 
coat and hurried out the door. A loaf of 
French bread, a half-pound of sliced tur-
key, and a carton of milk...leaving Ruth 
with grand total of twelve cents to last her 
until next week. Nonetheless, she felt good 
as she headed home, her meager offer-
ings of a Christmas dinner tucked under 
her arm.  
"Hey lady, can you help us, lady?" Ruth 
had been so absorbed in her dinner plans, 
she hadn't even noticed two figures hud-
dled in the alleyway. A man and a woman, 

both of them dressed in little 
more than rags. "Look lady, I 
ain't got a job, ya know, and my 
wife and I have been living here 
on the street, and, well, now it's 
getting cold and we're getting 
kinda hungry and, well, it's 
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What’s Up with LOVE & CHRISTMAS?   
Christmas Eve, if you could help us, lady, we'd 
really appreciate it." Ruth looked at them both. 
They were dirty, they smelled bad and, frankly, 
she was certain that they could get some kind 
of work if they really wanted to.  
"Sir, I'd like to help you, but I'm a poor woman 
myself. All I have is a few cold cuts and some 
bread, and I'm having an important guest for 
Christmas and I was planning on serving that 
to Him."  
"Yeah, well, okay lady, I understand. Thanks 
anyway". The man put his arm around the 
woman's shoulders, turned and headed back 
into the alley as a gentle snow began to fall. 
As she watched them leave, Ruth felt a famil-
iar twinge in her heart.  
"Sir, wait!" The couple stopped and turned as 
she ran down the alley after them. Look, why 
don't you take this food. I'll figure out some-
thing else to serve my guest." She handed the 
man her grocery bag.  
"Thank you lady. Thank you very much!" "Yes, 
thank you!" Ruth could see now that the 
woman was shivering.  
"You know, I've got another coat at home. 
Here, why don't you take this one." Ruth un-
buttoned her jacket and slipped it over the 
woman's shoulders. Then smiling, she turned 
and walked back to the street .... without her 
coat and with nothing to serve her guest. 
"Thank you lady! Thank you very much! .... 
and Merry Christmas!"  
Ruth was chilled by the time she reached her 
front door, and worried too. The Lord was 
coming to visit and she didn't have anything to 
offer Him. She fumbled through her purse for 
the door key. But as she did, she noticed an-
other envelope in her mailbox.  
"That's odd. The mailman doesn't usually de-
liver on Christmas Eve." She took the enve-
lope out of the box and opened it. Dear Ruth: It 
was so good to see you again. Thank you for 
the lovely Christmas dinner. And thank you, 
too, for the beautiful coat.  
Love Always, Jesus  
The air was still cold, and the 
snow was falling even harder, 
but even without her coat, 
Ruth no longer noticed. 

Check out the youth & young adult web page: http://ucymb.wordpress.com 

REQUESTS & SUBMISSIONS ~   E-mail me @ youth@archeparchy.ca     
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Doublepuzzles 

Solution to Doublepuzzle 13 

INCLINE, LOAF, DEFEAT, SHALLOW, 
WHELP, SIMEON  
Follow peace with all men and holiness 
(Heb.12:14) 

Some helpful ways to solve Doublepuzzles 

Write the answers to the clues in the boxes to 
the right of each clue  
Copy the letters in the numbered boxes to the 
other boxes  
in the phrase below with the same number. 

Solution to Doublepuzzle 16 

WONDER, THUMB, NOVICE, ANOINT, 
GLOOM, YOUTH, NEAT, LEAN  
Owe no man anything but to love one 
another   (Romans 13:8) 
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Youth Christmas Party 
!
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Youth Christmas Caroling at Holy Family  
Nursing Home at 4pm on Sunday, December 

28.  Please meet at the front entrance               
(165 Aberdeen Avenue).                          

Contact Tamara @ 338.7801  
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MOVIES YOU SHOULD SEE! 

The Christmas Shoes  

Rob Lowe and Kimberly Williams 
star in this 2002 made-for-TV 
Christmas tearjerker. When a 
young boy learns that his mother 
is dying, he struggles to scrape 
the money together to buy her a 
pair red shoes. In the process he 
changes the heart of a worka-
holic lawyer, who reevaluates his 
relationship with his estranged 
wife and daughter, and his own 

recently deceased mother. Strong acting and a well-
developed script make this a holiday film worth 
watching. "The Christmas Shoes" was released in 
2001 based on the #1 hit song "The Christmas 
Shoes". The book followed the release of 
NewSong's album by the same name. The book is 
about a young boy who tries to buy his dying mother 
a pair of shoes, and in the process he touches an 
experienced lawyer and teaches him the true mean-
ing of Christmas. The book was written by Donna 
VanLiere and published by St. Martin's Press. 
 

The Christmas Blessing 

Nathan Andrews has grown up and is now a medical 
resident. When the young doctor loses a patient, he 
begins to rethink his career 
and moves back home with his 
father. Just as Nathan is set-
tling in, his world begins to 
crumble when the lives of the 
woman he loves and an inno-
cent young boy are in crisis. 
Nathan finds himself question-
ing God, fate and the fragility 
of life, all the while hoping for a 
Christmas miracle. Starring: 
Rob Lowe; Neal Patrick Harris; 
Rebecca Gayheart and Angus 
T. Jones.  The Christmas Blessing", released in 
2003, was a sequal to "The Christmas Shoes", a 
New York Times Best Seller, and a part of the 
Christmas Hope series. The book provides a follow 
up to Nathan Andrews, the young boy who buys his 
mother shoes in "The Christmas Shoes", as he is an 
adult and still struggles through life. The book was 
written by Donna VanLiere, and published by St. 
Martin's Press.   

Highly recommended!!! 
BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ!  

 

The Christmas Hope  
 
Perennial New York Times bestsellers 
and Audie Award finalists The Christmas 
Shoes and The Christmas Blessing have 
become inspirational holiday classics, 
and The Christmas Hope is poised to 
become a seasonal favorite in its own 
right. Patricia and Mark Addison have 
long given up the hope of having a 
meaningful Christmas. But this year, 
Patricia's job as a social worker will lead 
her to a very special five-year-old. 

Against her better judgment, Patricia bends the rules and takes 
the little girl to her own home. Through the presence of Emily in 
their house, and her penetrating questions about heaven, the Ad-
disons learn that there is no sorrow so great that faith cannot help 
you find your way through. And Christmas will once more be a 
time of joy in their home. THE CHRISTMAS HOPE is a story of 
love in the face of loss, joy when all seems hopeless, and how 
light can shine into the darkest places. 

The Christmas Promise 
Van Liere's 4th seasonal confection (following The Christmas 
Hope) finds 60-year-old Gloria Bailey doing informal good works 
for needy cases seven years after her husband died, and her 
youngest son, Matthew, disappeared without a trace at age 17. 
With infinite good nature, Gloria fends off the complaints of her 
crabby widow neighbor, Miriam, annoyed by the constant riffraff at 
Gloria's house, while Gloria still sadly hopes that wayward Mat-
thew will somehow return. Meanwhile, 24-year-old Chaz McCon-
nell, a hard-luck drifter and drinker with a good heart, starts his 
Christmas season job as a security guard at the local department 
store and is reluctantly drawn into the lives of the people around 
him. Everyone changes for the better in this tidy fable.   
This Christmas we follow Gloria who is almost a one-woman so-
cial service agency for the town in which she lives. Weighed down 
by the loss of a husband and son, she still tries to reach out to 
others and is the person many turn to when there is no other help. 
Unfortunately, she is the port in the storm for her judgmental and 
nosey neighbor Miriam, who has been 
flooded out of her home. Add a soon to 
deliver unwed mother and several of the 
town's homeless and down and outs and 
she is almost busy enough to forget her 
losses...almost. This is a sweet and simple 
story that will bring tears to your eyes 
(don't read it at your desk at work, like I 
did). Look for an appearance by Nathan 
Andrews, one of the continuing threads 
through all these stories, and if you are 
like me, you will go back to the first three 
books in the series to read again. 
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Saint Nicholas: Bishop of Myra 
Friend of Children—and All in Need 

 

A long time ago, in a country far away, lived a man who loved God very much. He 
loved God with all his heart and his neighbors as himself. 
His parents had waited a long time before they had a child. When their son was 
born, they named him "Nicholas." As he grew up his parents told him about Je-
sus. Nicholas wanted to live like Jesus told people to live.  When Nicholas was a 
teenager a terrible sickness came to his town. Many people died including his 
parents. Nicholas went to live with his uncle who was a bishop in the church. His 
uncle taught him more about God. Nicholas' parents were rich and after they 
died, Nicholas was rich, too. He had to decide what to do with all his wealth. 
Nicholas decided to do what Jesus told people to do, "sell all you have and give 
to the poor." 

There was a man in the town where Nicholas lived who had three daughters. The man had lost his job and 
he had no money to buy food or to care for his daughters. The daughters were old enough to get married, 
but they had no —money and other kinds of goods to give to a future husband. To save them all from starv-
ing, the father had decided to sell his daughters to become slaves. 
Nicholas heard about the man and his daughters. One night Nicholas crept up to the man's house and threw 
in a bag of gold coins. Two more times Nicholas secretly tossed bags of coins into the man's house. The 
last time the father discovered Nicholas. When the father thanked him, 
Nicholas said, "Give thanks to God, not to me." Because of Nicholas' gen-
erous gifts the daughters didn't have to become slaves. All three daugh-
ters married good men. 
Early one morning Nicholas came to church. Many bishops were meeting 
there so they could choose a new bishop. The oldest bishop had dreamed 
that the first person to come that morning would be named "Nicholas" and 
he should be the new bishop. At first Nicholas said that he was too young, 
but the bishops convinced him that it was what God wanted. So Nicholas 
was ordained a bishop in the city of Myra. 
Bishops love and care for people, just like a shepherd cares for sheep. 
That's why bishops carry a that is shaped like a shepherd's staff. When 
Nicholas became bishop he also carried a crozier. 
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/ 

Thank you Saint Therese for favors received novena. JS 
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Gifts of Hearing and Smelling 
 
My granddaughter received a watch and perfume for Christ-
mas. Melissa was so excited she pestered everyone all day to 
look at her watch and smell her perfume. At dinner her mother 
said, "Honey, I know you're proud of your gifts, but please 
don't mention them while we eat."  
All through dinner Melissa sat silently 
although she sniffed audibly at times 
and often raised her wrist to listen to 
her watch. As the meal came to an 
end, she blurted out, "I'm not supposed 
to mention it, but if anyone hears any-
thing or smells anything, it's me." 
 

The Other Reindeer                                                                       
The game show contestant was only 
200 points behind the leader and about to answer the final question - worth 500 points! 
"To be today's champion," the show's smiling host intoned, "name two of Santa's reindeer." 
The contestant, a man in his early thirties, gave a sigh of relief, gratified that he had drawn such an 
easy question. "Rudolph!" he said confidently, "and, ...Olive!" 
The studio audience started to applaud (like the little sign above their heads said to do,) but the clap-
ping quickly faded into mumbling, and the confused host replied, "Yes, we'll accept Rudolph, but could 
you please explain... 'Olive?!?'" 
"You know," the man circled his hand forward impatiently and began to sing, "Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer - had a very shiny nose. And if you ever saw it, you would even say it glowed. *Olive,* the 
other reindeer..." 

Pope John Paul II Speaks to Youth 
      Week Forty-Nine There is no fear in love... (1 John 4:18) 
"Break down the barriers of superficiality and fear!" --Pope John Paul II, World Youth Day XII 

Think About That    Superficiality is when we won't open ourselves up for people to really know us. Fear 
is the inability to trust that things will be okay. Both of these ways of acting create barriers. They prevent others 
from getting to know us as we really are, and they prevent us from getting to know others for whom they really are. 
They even prevent us from completely knowing God. 
Take Action 
In what areas of life do you fear to trust others? Can you identify one way that your fear puts up barriers with others? This week 
see if you can step beyond that fear and do that which your fear keeps you from doing. 

Say A Prayer 
Lord, help me to not be afraid, especially of sharing my true self with others and of accepting others as they are. Amen. 

Did You Know? 
In 1939, the year that the Second World War began, Pope John Paul II enrolled in his second year of university courses in Litera-
ture and Philosophy at the Jagiellonian University. 
 

Taken from...My Dear Young Friends: Pope John Paul II Speaks to Youth on Life, Love, and Courage 
My Dear Young Friends, a collection of fifty-two weekly reflections on living in the Spirit, invites young people to read and act on Pope John Paul 
II's inspiring addresses to young people gathered at annual World Youth Day celebrations. Please visit www.smp.org for more information from 
the publisher, Saint Mary's Press.  FOUND ONLINE AT:http://www.youthapostles.com 

 - On the Lighter Side -  

Check out the youth & young adult web page: http://ucymb.wordpress.com 



Step 2   
Melt the chips according to the pack-
age directions. Dip and swirl the mini 
apples in the melted chips, then roll the 
apples in nuts, sprinkles, nonpareils, or 
coconut, if desired. Place the mini    

apples in paper 
candy cups to set. 
 Enjoy!!! 

 

 
 
 

Mini Caramel Apples                             
4-inch lollipop sticks                                    
Melon baller                                           
Granny Smith apples (one apple 
makes about 8 mini apples)                                       
Butterscotch or peanut butter 
chips   Chopped nuts, nonpareils, 
sprinkles, shredded coconut 
(optional)                                     
Small paper candy cups 

Step 1 First, cut the lollipop sticks 
in half at an angle (the pointy end 
will go into the apple pieces eas-
ier). With the melon baller, scoop 
little balls out of the apple. Each 
ball should have a section of ap-
ple peel. Push half of a lollipop 
stick into the peel of each ball. 
Pat the apple pieces dry.  

Bubbly Jell-O Parfait 
Grab a spoon and toast the New Year with a 
cool, sparkly dessert that wiggles.  

1. Make bubbly Jell-O according to the direc-
tions on a box of Sparkling White Grape Jell-
O. Be sure to use club soda, seltzer, or gin-
ger ale and follow the tips on the box for get-
ting the gelatin to sparkle.  
2. Chill the Jell-O in champagne flutes or par-
fait glasses. We suggest making these the 
day of the party, since 
they might lose some 
bubbliness if they're 
made further ahead. 
Wind a metallic multi-
colored star garland 
(available at party 
stores) up the stem of 
the glass for pizzazz. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

    ~ From the Chancery Pantry ~ Christmas & Holiday Ideas!! 
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AMazin’ Corn Photos 

Having fun at the corn maze ~ 
November 1, 2008 



When you know some thing, say what you know. When you don’t 
know something, say that you don’t know. That is knowledge." 

Kung Fu Tzu  

Thought for    
the Month! 
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Christmas Eve Prayer 
Feel free to use with your family's celebration 

 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit...  
Today is a day for celebrating gifts, and we cele-
brate it with gifts.  But, Lord, help us to remem-
ber that no gift we receive this season can ever 
be as important  as those gifts we already pos-
sess.  
We thank You for the gift of health, and we re-
member and pray for those who are sick.  
We thank You for the gifts of home and work, and 
we remember and pray for those who are home-
less or unemployed.  
We thank You for the gift of plentiful food, here 
today and every day, and we remember and pray 
for those who are hungry.  
We thank You for the gift of family, those here 
with us today and those who are away, and for 
the love of good friends.  
We remember and pray for those who are alone.  
We thank You for the gifts of Your constant guid-
ance and numerous blessings, and we remember 
and pray for those who do not know You.  
Most importantly, Lord, we thank You for the gift 
of Your Son, whom You sent to us on this night 
so long ago. Help us to remember that it is for 
this reason alone we gather here to celebrate. 
Amen.  

The Weight of a Snowflake              
Fresh Packet of Sower’s Seeds, # 70 
    Not too long ago in a place not too 
far away, a field mouse asked a wise 
old owl what is the weight of a snow-
flake. "Why nothing more than noth-
ing," answered the owl. The mouse 
went on to tell the owl about the time 
he was resting on a branch in a fir 
tree, counting each snowflake until the 
number was exactly 3 million, 471 
thousand, 952. Then with the settling 
of the very next flake—crack. The 
branch suddenly snapped, tumbling 
mouse and snow to the ground. 
"Humph …Such was the weight of 
nothing," said the mouse. 
So the next time you think your contri-
butions, your acts of charity, your 
works for justice, your gifts of love, 
and your talents are nothing, or that 
they are small in comparison to those 
of others, remember that when one is 
added to another, and then to another 
and so forth, great things can happen 
from nothing. In the same way, what 
seems to be ordinary can be trans-
formed into something extraordinary 
with just a little extra nothing. Your 
mission is to create great things once 
again out of nothingness, to transform 
the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

Of all living creatures, only humans have 
the power to shape their own character, to 

choose between honorable and                 
dishonorable behavior." Clarence Walton 
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Thank you Saint Therese for favors received novena. JS 



Saint’s Corner 

Note:  
Unity 2009 ~ 8 months 

Tamara Lisowski 
233 Scotia St  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V 1V7 

Sunday, December 28 
Christmas Caroling at Holy 
Family Nursing Home at 4pm.  
Please meet at the front              
entrance (165 Aberdeen Ave).   
Sunday, January 25, 2009 
New Years Greeting (Levy) is at 
Holy Eucharist Parish on Jan 25, 
from 2-4pm 

October 16-17, 2009 
UCC Convention will be held on 
October 16 & 17, 2009 at the 
Victoria Inn. Please keep this 
date open!  

Wishing you & your family a 
very blessed Christmas and a 

wonderful New Year in 2009! 

Saturday, December 6  

Youth Executive Forum, 
Time: Noon to 4:00pm.  All         
executive are asked to attend 
this meeting!  This will take the 
place of the monthly executive 
meetings for this month. Lunch 
will be provided.  

Saturday, December 6  
We will be decorating the 
Chancery for Christmas follow-
ing the youth executive forum 
starting at 5pm.  Supper will be 
provided. 
Saturday, December 20 
UCY/UCYA Christmas party pot-
luck dinner and ornament mak-
ing.  Location & Time: St              
Michael’s Parish hall (enter in the 
’Bingo entrance door’) at 6pm.  
We will be finishing the orna-
ments for the Nursing home after 
the potluck dinner.  We will be 
collecting a $5 donation toward a 
charity of the executives choice 
(in place of a gift exchange)  

Phone: 204-338-7801 
Fax: 204-339-4006 

New*** Email: youth@archeparchy.ca 

Upcoming Events! 

Holy Innocents 
Memorial  28 December Eastern: December 29 sometimes known as Childermas  
Profile The children slaughtered by Herod when he tried to kill the infant Christ.  On December 29, the Afterfeast of the Nativity, we commemorate the 14,000 holy infants who were put to death by King Herod in his attempt to kill the new-born Messiah (Mt. 2:16) in Bethlehem. When the time came for the Incarnation of the Son of God and His Birth of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, Magi in the East beheld a new star in the heav-ens, foretelling the Nativity of the King of the Jews. They jour-neyed immediately to Jerusalem to worship the Child, and the star showed them the way. Having worshipped the divine Infant, they did not return to Jerusalem to Herod, as he had ordered them, but being warned by God in a dream, they went back to their country by an-other way. Herod finally realized that his scheme to find the Child would not be successful, and he ordered that all the male children two years old and younger at Bethlehem and its surroundings be killed. He thought that the divine Infant, Whom he considered a rival, would be among the dead children. The murdered infants thus became the first martyrs for Christ. The rage of Herod fell also on Simeon the God-Receiver (February 3), who declared before everyone in the Temple that the Messiah had been born. When the holy Elder died, Herod would not give permission for him to be properly buried. On the orders of King Herod, the holy prophet and priest Zachariah was also killed. He was murdered in Jerusalem between the Temple and the altar (Mt. 23:35) because he would not tell the whereabouts of his son John, the future Baptist of the Lord Jesus Christ. The wrath of God soon fell upon Herod himself: a horrid condition struck him down and he died, eaten by worms while still alive. Before his death, the impious king murdered the chief priests and scribes of the Jews, and also his brother, and his sister and her husband, and also his own wife Mariam, and three of his sons, and seventy men of wisdom who were members of the Sanhedrin. He initiated this bloodbath so that the day of his death would not be one of rejoicing, but one of mourning    Patronage babies; children’s choir, choir boys, foundlings  
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Unity 2009 ~ Ancaster, ON 
For those interested in going to 

Unity 09, please  
Contact: Tamara Lisowski  

(204) 338-7801  
&/or  

Sr. Janet Kozak, SSMI            
(204) 586-2906 

If you have any Upcoming Events for  
January that you would like posted, 

please send them to the UCY office by 
December 15 to be in the next edition. 

If there are any questions regarding 
this information, please contact       
~Tamara Lisowski @ 338-7801                    

(Monday-Thursday, 10am-2pm)~                     

To change info, 
subscribe or    
unsubscribe        

contact: 

We’re on the Web!  www.archeparchy.ca 

http://ucymb.wordpress.com 


