
From the prophesies recorded thousands of years before he came, to the incredible things that occurred
when he arrived, Jesus’ birth was surrounded by the astonishing. God used these amazing events to 

communicate that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah who would be the Savior of the world.

1. God Promised Christ’s Arrival Throughout History
The promise of the coming Savior appears like a thread running through the Old Testament, starting with

a hint after the first recorded sin, when God promised the serpent (Satan) that Eve’s offspring would crush
him (Gen. 3:15). The next promise came to Abraham when God said he would bless all people through his
line (Gen. 12:3). Abraham’s great grandson, Judah, was promised that an eternal scepter would come from his
lineage (Gen. 49:10). Thousands of years later, David, the son of Jesse, came from that line to rule Israel.
Isaiah prophesied that from him would come the ultimate king (Isa. 11:1–5). Isaiah also foretold that a virgin
would bear Jesus (Isa. 7:14) and of the miraculous works he would do (Isa. 35:5–6). The prophet Micah said
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Zechariah accurately described his humble circumstances and
betrayal (Zech. 9:6; 11:12–13). Isaiah vividly foretold the torturous death Jesus would die and why (Isa. 53),
and David told of Jesus’ resurrection (Ps. 16:10).

2. God Became a Man
The most astounding message of the Nativity is that God became man. John tells us God became flesh

and lived with us (John 1:14). Eugene Peterson in The Message puts it, “he moved into the neighborhood.”
Paul says, “God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him” (Col. 1:19). Rather than simply tell us what
he was like, God came to us personally. 

3. Angels Testified to Christ’s Coming
The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, not only to prepare her, a virgin, for bearing the Son of God, but to

give her specific instructions concerning him. Gabriel told her to name the baby Jesus (meaning “God
saves”), that Jesus would be the Son of the Most High, that God would give him David’s throne, and that his
kingdom would never end. An angel told Joseph that Jesus would be called Immanuel, which means “God
with us.” The angel who appeared to the shepherds told them of joyous news that was for all people, that a
Savior had been born—Christ the Lord. 

4. Witnesses Proclaimed Christ the Messiah
After Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph took him to the temple. Simeon, who had been promised he

wouldn’t die before seeing the Lord’s Christ, said, “My eyes have seen your salvation…a light for revelation
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:30–32). A prophetess, Anna, told everyone that
Jesus was the child they had been looking for to redeem Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). Later the Magi followed a
star, which they knew to mean that a king had been born. When they found Jesus, they worshiped him. Their
gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh were fit for a king (Matt. 2).

5. Christ Came for Our Salvation
Jesus came to fulfill thousands of years of prophecy. He would be the one who not only represented God,

but was God (John 1:1). When Adam and Eve sinned, all of mankind was doomed to follow, so God knew we
needed a Savior (Rom. 5:15). He sent Christ to die in our place, forgive our sins, and conquer death once for
all by coming alive again (1 Cor. 15:3-4). After Christ’s resurrection, his Holy Spirit came to dwell within
anyone who would put their trust in Christ to forgive their sins and give them new life (2 Cor. 5:17). The
Nativity is for you. All you have to do is receive the best of all gifts. 
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