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Home Home Activities for Activities for AdventAdvent--ChristmasChristmas  

 

Daily Prayers for Advent—Week One 
SundaySunday 
      

Dear Lord, help me to always be ready. I do not know when you 
will come. (see Matthew 24:44) 

MondayMonday  
      

Holy God, your glory is shelter and protection, you are my shelter 
from the storm and the rain. (see Isaiah 4:6) 

TuesdayTuesday   
      

Just as the water fills the sea, the land will be filled with people 
who know and honor the Lord. (see Isaiah 11:9) 

Wednesday   Wednesday     
      

I praise you, Lord. People who have never spoken now speak; you 
heal the lame, the cripple can walk and the blind can see. (see 
Matthew 15:31) 

Thursday  Thursday    
      

Lord, my faith in you is firm. Give me perfect peace!  
(see Isaiah 26:3) 

FridayFriday  
      

One thing I ask, Lord: that I may live in your house all my life. 
(see Psalm 27:4) 

SaturdaySaturday  
      

Loving God, help me to take the gift I have received and give it as 
a gift. (see Matthew 10:8) 

 
 

Daily Prayers for Advent—Week Two 
SundaySunday  
      

Wonderous God, you give me the bread that I need and the water 
for which I thirst. (see Isaiah 30:20) 

MondayMonday  
      

Loving God, may your name be blessed forever, as long as the 
sun remains. (see Psalm 72:17) 

TuesdayTuesday   
      

I believe that I will see the glory of the Lord, the splendour of my 
God. (see Isaiah 35:2) 

Wednesday    Wednesday      
      

“Clear a path in the desert! Make a straight road for the Lord, our 
God!” (Isaiah 40:3) 

ThursdayThursday  
      

“With all my heart I praise the Lord, and with all that I am I praise 
his holy name!” (Psalm 103:1) 

FridayFriday  
      
  

Dear Lord, you are the Lord, my God. You are holding my hand, I 
am not afraid. You are here to help me.  
(see Isaiah 41:13) 

Saturday   Saturday     
      

Jesus, you are the light for the world.  
(see John 8:12) 



Daily Prayers for Advent—Week Three 

SundaySunday  
      

Lord God, all powerful, make me strong again. Smile on me 
and save me! (see Psalm 80:19) 

MondayMonday  
      

O Lord, help me to steady my heart and wait for you. Your 
coming is at hand. (see James 5:7-8) 

TuesdayTuesday   
      

Lord, show me your paths and teach me to follow you. (see 
Psalm 25:4) 

WednesdayWednesday  
      

“I will always praise the Lord.”  
(Psalm 34:1) 

ThursdayThursday  
      

“Let peace and justice rule every mountain and hill.” (Psalm 
72:3) 

FridayFriday  
      

Your promise, O Lord, came true; he is called Emmanuel, 
God is with us. (see Matthew 1:22-23) 

SaturdaySaturday  
      

O Lord, you have taught me since I was a child and I never 
stop telling about your marvelous deeds.  
(see Psalm 71:17) 

 
 
 
 

Daily Prayers for Advent—Week Four 
SundaySunday  
      

Holy Mary, the Lord is with you!  
(see Luke 1:28) 

MondayMonday  
      

Wonderous God, you make my heart glad because I trust 
you, the only God. (see Psalm 33:21) 

TuesdayTuesday   
      

I proclaim the greatness of the Lord, my spirit is joyful in 
God, my saviour. (see Luke 1:46) 

WednesdayWednesday  
      

“I offer you my heart, Lord God, and I trust you.”  
(Psalm 25:1) 

ThursdayThursday  
      

“Praise the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come to save his 
people!” (Luke 1:67) 

FridayFriday  
      

“Praise God in heaven! Peace on earth to everyone who 
pleases God!” (Luke 2: 14) 

 



Advent Table Prayer 
Week One 

 
 
 
A family member lights the first candle on the Advent 
Wreath. Alternate prayer leader and candle lighter 
throughout the week. 

 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! Open our minds and hearts and souls 
as we wait for you to be born anew in our lives and in our 
family. Help us to experience your love in our family today. 
 

Family members each share one way they have 
experienced the love of the Lord Jesus in their home 
today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God, we give 

you thanks for the love of your son, Jesus, which we 
have experienced in our home today. 

We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your 
gracious love. 

May this meal strengthen us to share your gifts with the 
hungry 

And all who look for your justice and mercy. 
 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 
All: Amen. 
 
 

 

Advent Table Prayer 
Week Two 

 
 
 

A family member lights the first and second candle 
on the Advent Wreath. Alternate prayer leader and 
candle lighter throughout the week. 

 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! Bring peace and healing in our family 
and our world. May we hear again your own prayer “that we 
may be one.” May we prepare the way for you by being 
generous and forgiving. 
 

Family members share how they have experienced 
generosity and forgiveness today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God, we 

thank you for the blessing of your generosity and 
forgiveness. 

We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your 
gracious love. 

May this meal strengthen us to be generous and forgiving. 
May it strengthen us 

To share our gifts with the hungry and all who look for your 
justice and mercy. 

 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 
All: Amen. 

 



Advent Table Prayer 
Week Three 

 
 
 

A family member lights three Advent candles, 
including the pink or white candle. Alternate prayer 
leader and candle lighter during the week. 

 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! Come and stay with our family and 
friends—and all who are dear to us. May your light shine 
brightly so we can see you everywhere. Help us to spread 
your light and joy by giving freely and happily to all we 
meet. 
 

Family members share how they have seen the light 
of the Lord Jesus today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God,  
We give you thanks for your light which shines brightly 

among our family and friends. 
We give you thanks for this food and drink, which 

nourishes us to be your light and strengthens us to 
share your gifts with the hungry and all who look for 
your justice and mercy. 

 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 
All: Amen. 
 
 

Advent Table Prayer 
Week Four 

 
 
 
A family member lights all four of the Advent wreath 
candles. Alternate prayer leader and candle lighter 
throughout the week. 

 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! We hunger, we thirst, we wait for you! 
Come, Lord Jesus and do not delay! 
 

Family members share a time when they have seen 
the Lord Jesus present in the home or community 
today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God,  
We are hungry and thirsty for signs of his love in our lives.  
We give you thanks for this season of waiting and 

hopefulness for Jesus to be even more present in 
the life of this family. 

We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your 
gracious love. 

May this meal strengthen us to love each other and our 
neighbors as we wait for the coming of your Son, 
Jesus. 

 
Grant this through Christ our Lord,  
 
All: Amen. 



Advent Table Prayer—Week One 
 

A family member lights the first candle on the Advent Wreath. Alternate 
prayer leader and candle lighter throughout the week. 

 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! Open our minds and hearts and souls as we wait for you to be born 
anew in our lives and in our family. Help us to experience your love in our family today. 

 
Family members each share one way they have experienced the love of the Lord Jesus in 
their home today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God, we give you thanks for the love of 

your son, Jesus, which we have experienced in our home today. 
We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to share your gifts with the hungry 
And all who look for your justice and mercy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

 
All: Amen. 

 
 
 

Advent Table Prayer—Week Two 
 

A family member lights the first and second candle on the Advent 
Wreath. Alternate prayer leader and candle lighter throughout the week. 

 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! Bring peace and healing in our family and our world. May we hear 
again your own prayer “that we may be one.” May we prepare the way for you by being 
generous and forgiving. 

 
Family members share how they have experienced generosity and forgiveness today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God, we thank you for the blessing of 

your generosity and forgiveness. 
We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to be generous and forgiving. May it strengthen us 
To share our gifts with the hungry and all who look for your justice and mercy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 
All: Amen. 

 



Advent Table Prayer—Week Three 
 

A family member lights three Advent candles, including the pink or white 
candle. Alternate prayer leader and candle lighter during the week. 

 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! Come and stay with our family and friends—and all who are dear to 
us. May your light shine brightly so we can see you everywhere. Help us to spread your 
light and joy by giving freely and happily to all we meet. 

 
Family members share how they have seen the light of the Lord Jesus today. 

 
As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God,  
We give you thanks for your light which shines brightly among our family and friends. 
We give you thanks for this food and drink, which nourishes us to be your light and 

strengthens us to share your gifts with the hungry and all who look for your 
justice and mercy. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 

All: Amen. 
 
 

Advent Table Prayer—Week Four 
 

A family member lights the first and second candle on the Advent 
Wreath. Alternate prayer leader and candle lighter throughout the week. 

 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! We hunger, we thirst, we wait for you! Come, Lord Jesus and do 
not delay! 

Family members share a time when they have seen the Lord Jesus present in the home or 
community today. 

As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God,  
We are hungry and thirsty for signs of his love in our lives.  
We give you thanks for this season of waiting and hopefulness for Jesus to be even 

more present in the life of this family. 
We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to love each other and our neighbors as we wait for the 

coming of your Son, Jesus. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord,  
 
All: Amen. 

 



Spiritual Reflection for the FamilySpiritual Reflection for the Family  
 

Preparing for the Messiah 
 

 

Materials Needed  
Bible 

 
Preparation for the Family Leader 

Every day families spend time preparing for 
simple things such as school, work, or going 
to bed, we prepare for every day events such 
as mealtimes and homework.  
 
Throughout the year we also prepare for 
events. These are the special occasions such 
as birthdays and anniversaries, community 
celebrations, and holidays such as 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, we might 
prepare the garden for planting in the 
springtime, or we get ready for the summer 
family camping trip. Families also find 
themselves preparing for the unexpected 
events in life, such as the death of a loved one, 
or the rites of passage such as leaving home 
for the first time or going away to college. 
 
This family reflection will begin by focusing 
your family on its experience of preparing. 
Family members will share stories about the 
numerous things they prepare for as 
individuals and as families. You are asked to 
guide your family in a reflection around these 
experiences and help the family identify what it 
takes to prepare well for something. For 
example, to prepare well for a test, one must 
know which material to focus on—what is 
most important in the preparation, how to 
prioritize what topics need the most time for 
study, how to prioritize time in general in order 
to prepare well, etc. Your family will identify 
that we prepare better for the things that are 
most important. 
 
Next, your family will have the opportunity to 
reflect on the theme of “preparing” in light of 
our faith tradition. The particular focus will be 
Scripture, and the ways in which the people of 

God, throughout the Hebrew Scriptures and 
the New Testament, prepared for the coming 
of the Lord. The family can make connections 
between preparation for celebration of Jesus’ 
birth as we read in Scripture and their own 
preparation for the celebration of Christmas in 
the home. In order to prepare for the Lord’s 
coming this year, what is most important for 
us? How will we prepare well for this event? 
 
Families are busy “preparing” all the time—
preparing for the ordinary and more complex 
events of life daily and throughout the year. 
The season of Advent focuses the family’s 
attention on its faithful preparation for the 
Lord’s coming. What steps can the family take 
to prepare for the Lord’s coming not only 
during Advent, but every day of the year in our 
home? How can we be prepared to see the 
Lord in the faces and events of our family life? 
How are we making our home ready for him, 
always and everyday, not only during Advent? 
 
At the end of the reflection, the family will 
identify some preparation strategies for use 
during Advent and throughout the year. 
 

1. Introduction to the Theme 
 
Ask family members what the word “prepare” 
means. Let everyone share what they think. 
 
Share this definition or one from your family 
dictionary: Prepare: to make ready 
beforehand for a specific purpose or some 
event, occasion, or the like; to put together or 
make by combining various elements or 
ingredients; to put things or oneself in 
readiness or to get ready. 

 



2. Time for Storytelling 
 
Using the following questions as a guide for 
the family storytelling, share your experiences 
of preparing for things. 
 
v What are the things that our family 

prepares for every day? (For example:  
school, meals, homework, games, bed.) 

v What are the things that our family 
prepares for occasionally? (For example:  
birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, special 
projects at home or school or work, going 
on vacation, birth of a child.) 

v What are the things that our family has 
had to prepare for that were unexpected? 
(For example: the sickness or death of a 
loved one, a visit of a friend or relative.) 

v What is typical about the ways the 
members of our family prepare for things? 
(For example: Mary always procrastinates 
and waits until the last minute to get ready 
for school; Dad is very organized about 
the projects he does around the house—
he writes out extensive lists of things to do 
(step by step) and what he needs for each 
project. Michael is a perfectionist—when 
he prepares a school project, everything 
about it has to be “just right.”) 

v What does it take to prepare well for 
something? (For example: having a plan, 
knowing the priorities of what we are 
preparing for, having the time to prepare 
well, choosing how to prepare in the best 
way, knowing the resources we will need 
and who we should involve.) 

 

3. Stories from Our Faith 
Tradition 

 
The family leader shares the following: 
 
Now we see how much of our time in this 
family is spent “preparing” for things that are 
going to happen in the future—in a few 
minutes, a week or a year from now. Some 

of the things we prepare for are more 
important than others—for these important 
events we usually try to prepare well. 
 
Throughout history, a focus of preparation 
for the people of God has been the Lord’s 
coming. Yes, we would call this an 
important event! In the Hebrew Scriptures 
and in the New Testament we read about 
how our ancestors in faith prepared and 
waited for the Lord to come. Our family, 
because we are Catholic, share in this focus 
of preparation with the generations who have 
come before us. Like them, we prepare for 
the Lord to come. We prepare during 
particular times of the year, such as during 
Advent to celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas, 
and we prepare throughout the year to be 
more able to see the Lord being born in each 
other and in our world. We prepare as we 
await his coming again in glory. 
 
Choose from the following Scriptures and 
read them as a family: 
 
Preparing for the Lord to Come 
The prophet Isaiah suggests that the people 
must change their ways in order to be saved 
when the Lord comes; to prepare for the Lord 
to come we must show justice and do right. 
 

Isaiah 1:7-17, 27-28 
Isaiah 2:6-22 
Isaiah 33:15-17 
Isaiah 51:1-23 
Isaiah 55:6-7 
Isaiah 58:1-14 

 
v How can our family prepare for the Lord 

to come by acts of justice and mercy? 
 
John the Baptist Prepares People 
John the Baptist implores the people to get 
ready quickly, for the Lord is coming. He tells 
us that we must “get the road ready for the 
Lord, and make a straight path for him.” 
 

Mark 1:1-8 
Luke 3:1-20 



v The people asked John the Baptist, “What 
can we do to get ready for the Lord to 
come?” What did John tell them? How 
can our family get ready for the Lord to 
come more fully into our home at 
Christmas . . . every day? 

 
Mary Prepares for the Lord 
Mary, the mother of God, probably didn’t plan 
to have the angel Gabriel show up one day 
and tell her that she had been chosen by God 
to be the mother of God’s son. But once she 
had received the message (certainly a 
surprise), and had accepted it fully, she 
prepared for his birth by continuing to hand 
herself over to God in utter trust of God’s 
goodness in her life. 
 

Luke 1:26-56 
 
v As we prepare for the Lord to come, how 

can we be like Mary, and trust completely 
in God’s goodness in our lives? 

 
Preparing to Live as Jesus Lived 
We prepare ourselves to see Jesus revealed 
every day by living as Jesus asks us to live. 
 

Prayer: Luke 11:1-13 
The way we treat others: Mark 4:21-25 
Turning away from sin: Mark 9:42-50 
The guide for living: Matthew 5:1-12 
The commandments: Matthew 22:34-40 
Justice and mercy: Matthew 25:31-46 

 
v Prepare a list of things we can do so that 

Jesus is being born daily in our family. 
 

4. What Our Family Can Do 
 
The family leader shares the following: 
 
Our family prepares every day for many 
things. We talked about what is important in 
order to prepare properly for these things. 
 
Together with our Catholic community, our 
family prepares for Jesus to come among us. 

During Advent we especially prepare 
ourselves, our hearts and our home for the 
coming of Jesus in the celebration of 
Christmas. 
 
All during the year, day in and day out, we 
prepare ourselves, our hearts and our home 
for the coming of Jesus into our lives in the 
many ways he does this. We live focused on 
the reign of God which is at hand.  
 
Create a family “To Do” list for 
your preparation during Advent. 
 
v What will be important to our family this 

Advent season as we prepare to celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday? What do we need to do to 
prepare well? How can we be sure that we 
are doing the right things to get ready for 
the Lord to come again?  

 
Sample: 

♦ Pray with the Advent Wreath together 
every evening at mealtime. 

♦ Simplify our gift giving, and give gifts 
of time and self to each other. 

♦ Prioritize the things involved in our 
Christmas preparation so that we have 
time to spend together. 

♦ Make the manger scene a focal 
symbol in our home this year. 

♦ Create an Advent sharing chain and an 
Advent prayer chain. 

 
Create a “To Do” list for the year. 
 
v What needs to be a part of our family’s 

ongoing preparation to welcome the Lord 
Jesus into our home and hearts?  

 
Sample: 

♦ Choose several opportunities 
throughout the year to reach out as a 
family to those in need. 

♦ Incorporate morning and nighttime 
prayer into our daily routine. 

♦ Once a week, share with each other 
how we have seen Jesus revealed in 
the people and situations around us.



Spiritual Reflection for the FamilySpiritual Reflection for the Family  
 

God in Our History 
 

 

Materials Needed  
Bible 
Large sheet of paper and pen 

 
Preparation for the Family Leader 

Through Jesus’ birth, God fully immerses 
himself in human history. Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God’s presence in human 
history from the time of creation. 
 
During Advent, we can reflect on God’s 
presence in our history; how is God 
revealed to us in our own “histories,” in 
the history of our families? Jesus’ birth is 
the revelation of God as a man; we see the 
face of God in Jesus. How do we see the 
face of God in our families? What is God’s 
history with us?  
 
This family reflection will begin by 
focusing your family on some of its 
important milestones, or parts of its 
history. What are the stories? What are the 
highpoints, the low points? 
 
The family will then read from Paul’s 
Letter to the Hebrews 11:1-40, 12:1-2. 
This beautiful reading tells how God has 
been present throughout history in the 
faith of God’s people. 
 
At the end of the reflection, the family can 
share how God is present in your own 
family history, in the faces of the people of 
your family. 

 

1. Introduction to the Theme 
 
Gather with your family around a table. On a 
large sheet of paper, draw a timeline. Choose 
a starting point for the timeline which is 
significant for the creation of your particular 
family, such as the date of your parent’s 
wedding. 
 
Brainstorm some milestones for your family 
along the timeline. Mark them on the paper. 
Surface the names of the people who were a 
part of those particular milestones. 
 

Optional activity: Gather with the family 
and look through the home for symbols 
that represent parts of your family’s 
history, such as photographs, mementos, 
etc. Surface the names of the people who 
were a part of that piece of your family’s 
history. 

 

2. Time for Storytelling 
 
Use the following questions as a guide for the 
family storytelling. 
 
Using either the timeline or the symbols you 
have gathered, share stories about the 
different milestones you have identified. For 
each of them identify: 
 
v What is significant about this event? 
v Who was a part of this event or time in 

our family’s history? 
v Was there any particular quality, or 

theme that the family experienced 
through this event? (such as joy, 
sorrow, being loved, struggle) 

 



v How was God present in this piece of 
your family’s history? 

v Through whom was God made 
present? (For example: at the birth of 
a child through the experience of new 
life, at the death of a grandparent 
through the caring of the community).  

 

3. Stories from our Faith 
Tradition 

 
Family leader shares the following comments: 
 
God has been present throughout all of 
history. God is revealed to us in many ways, 
but often foremost through other people. We 
are going to read about the faith of God’s 
people, for one of the ways we see God’s 
face is through the faith of others who have 
come before us. 
 
Read from the following Scripture: 
 

Hebrew 11:1-40, 12:1-2. 
 

4. What Our Family Can Do 
 
Family leader shares the following: 
 
God is present in the history of the human 
race, from creation, through the fall of Adam 
and Eve, in God’s covenant with Abraham, 
in the struggles of the people of Israel, the 
days of the prophets who foretold of God 
becoming present as a man. During Advent 
we await the celebration of God entering 
human history as Jesus.  
 
v How do we see God present in the history 

of our family? 
 
v How has this Advent and Christmas 

season been a celebration of God in our 
history? 

 
v How do others know that Jesus is a part 

of this family’s tree? What about us shows 
that Jesus is a part of our home? 

    

 
 

 



Popular Gospel Stories 
Christmas “Presence” 

Luke 2:1-20 
 

 
1. Collect materials you need for this 

activity:  
• Bible 
• A pen and scroll of paper tied with 

Christmas ribbon—wrap as a gift 
and write Gift #1 on the tag 

• A ring (any inexpensive ring will 
do)—wrap as a gift and write Gift 
#2 on the tag 

• A baby blanket, or cloth, even an 
old towel or sheet—wrap as a gift 
and write Gift #3 on the tag 

• A candle with matches—wrap as a 
gift and write Gift #4 on the tag 

• A harmonica, simple child’s flute or 
recorder, hand bells, or other small 
instrument, or a Christmas 
songbook or cassette tape of 
Christmas songs—wrap as a gift 
and write Gift #5 on the tag. 
 

2. Gather with the family preferably 
around the family creche or the 
Christmas tree. Arrange the gifts. 
Assign each family member a number 
between one and five. Instruct the 
family to listen very closely to the 
Christmas story you are going to read. 
 

3. Read from the Gospel of Luke 2:1-20: 
 

About that time Emperor Augustus 
gave orders for the names of all the 
people to be listed in record books. 
These first records were made when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.  

Everyone had to go to their own 
hometown to be listed. So Joseph 
had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and 
go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago 
Bethlehem had been King David’s 
hometown, and Joseph went there 
because he was from David’s family. 
 
Mary was engaged to Joseph and 
traveled with him to Bethlehem. She 
was soon going to have a baby, and 
while they were there, she gave birth 
to her first-born son. She dressed him 
in baby clothes and laid him on a bed 
of hay, because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 
 
That night in the fields near 
Bethlehem some shepherds were 
guarding their sheep. All at once an 
angel came down to them from the 
Lords, and the brightness of the Lord’s 
glory flashed around them. The 
shepherds were frightened. But the 
angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I have 
good news for you, which will make 
everyone happy. This very day in 
King David’s hometown a Savior was 
born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 
You will know who he is, because 
you will find him dressed in baby 
clothes and lying on a bed of hay.” 
 
Suddenly many other angels came 
down from heaven and joined in 
praising God. They said: 

 



“Praise God in heaven! Peace on 
earth to everyone who pleases God!” 
 
After the angels had left and gone 
back to heaven, the shepherds said to 
each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see what the Lord has told us 
about.” They hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and they saw the 
baby lying on a bed of hay. 
 
When the shepherds saw Jesus, they 
told his parents what the angel had 
said about him. Everyone listened 
and was surprised. But Mary kept 
thinking about all this and wondering 
what it meant.  
 
As the shepherds returned to their 
sheep, they were praising God and 
saying wonderful things about him. 
Everything they had seen and heard 
was just as the angel had said. 
 

4. Activity: Announce that each of the 
gifts labeled 1-5 represent something 
in the Christmas story. The family will 
unwrap each gift, one at a time, and 
try to determine what part of the 
Christmas story the gift represents. 
Beginning with Gift #1, have the 
family member assigned to that 
number open the gift. Allow everyone 
to guess what part of the story the gift 
relates to, then read the verses as 
outlined below. Continue through all of 
the gifts. 

 
u Gift One: scroll and pen 

representing the census  
(verses 1-4) 

u Gift Two: a ring representing Mary’s 
engagement to Joseph (verse 5) 

u Gift Three: a baby blanket, towel or 
cloth representing the cloth in 
which Mary wrapped Jesus  
(verses 6-7) 

u Gift Four: a candle and matches 
(light the candle) representing the 
glory of the Lord shining around 
the shepherds (verses 8-12) 

u Gift Five: musical instrument, 
songbook or cassette tape 
representing the songs of praise 
the angels sang, and the praises of 
the shepherds (verses 13-20) 

 
5. After you have opened all of the gifts 

and read the verses related to them, 
talk about these questions: 

 
♦ What do you think the place where 

Jesus was born was like? 
♦ How do you think you would have 

reacted if you were one of the 
shepherds who saw the angels 
suddenly appear? 

♦ Christmas is about presents, but 
more importantly it is about 
“presence.” Whose presence? 

♦ How is Jesus present to you every 
day of the year? 

♦ How can you be the presence of 
Jesus to others? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Popular Gospel Stories 
Baptism of the Lord—Our Genealogy in 
Christ 
Cycle A—Matthew 3:13-17 
Cycle B—Mark 1:7-11 
Cycle C—Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

 
1. Collect materials you need for this activity:  

• Bible 
• Large piece of paper, pen or pencil 
• Symbols or gifts from family members’ 

Baptisms 
 
2. Gather the family together around a table. 

Explain that you are going to draw your 
family tree. Using a large sheet of paper 
and a pen, begin at the center of the page 
with your immediate family. Draw the 
branches leading to the grandparents, 
uncles, aunts, cousins, etc. See how 
extensive your family’s knowledge is of all 
of the relatives, both still living and 
deceased.  

 
3. Share in your own words: 
 

In Jesus’ day, people did not have the 
complex ways we do today to prove 
paternity. In fact, to absolutely prove 
beyond any doubt that you were a man’s 
son (or daughter) was impossible. It was 
very important that the man publicly and 
socially acknowledge paternity, that is 
being a father. This acknowledgment 
gave the child legitimacy and the 
appropriate social standing. It also 
publicly obligated the father to be 
responsible for the child. In Jesus’ time, 
people traced back their genealogy to 
document and validate their social status 
and value or honor in the society. Let’s 
read about who claims Jesus as son in 
the Gospel. 

4. Read from the Gospel of Matthew 3:13-17:  
(You can substitute the Gospel of Mark or Luke.) 

 
Jesus left Galilee and went to the Jordan 
River to be baptized by John. But John 
kept objecting and said, “I ought to be 
baptized by you. Why have you come to 
me? Jesus answered, “For now this is 
how it should be, because we must do all 
God wants us to do.” Then John agreed. 
 
So Jesus was baptized. And as soon as 
he came out of the water, the sky 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
coming down on him like a dove. Then a 
voice form heaven said, “This is my own 
dear Son, and I am pleased with him.” 

 
5. Ask:  

♦ In this Gospel, who claimed Jesus as 
his Son?  

♦ At our Baptism, whose sons and 
daughters do we become?  

♦ What does it mean to be a son or a 
daughter of God? 

♦ Through Baptism each of us is called 
to live a holy life. What does it mean 
to live a holy life? 

 
6. Share with the family memories of the 

children’s Baptisms. If you have any of the 
symbols or gifts from their Baptisms, 
share them now. Mark the baptismal dates 
on the family calendar so that the family 
can celebrate these special anniversaries 
of becoming a part of God’s family tree. 

 



 


