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Generations of Faith SamplerGenerations of Faith Sampler  
Parish Preparation Activities for Parish Preparation Activities for   

AdventAdvent--ChristmasChristmas  
 
 
 

Activities Description Target Group 

Lectionary Reflections for the 
Gospels of Advent (Cycles A, B, C) 

Background information 
for learning activities 

Leaders, adolescents,  
young adults, and adults 

Advent-Christmas Print Resources Resource guide All ages 
Advent-Christmas Storybooks Resource guide Children 
Advent-Christmas Videos Resource guide All ages  
Advent-Christmas Film Festival Guide to feature films  All ages  
Advent-Christmas Music Festival  Music suggestions  All ages  
Jesse Tree Learning activity Children and adolescents 
Advent Calendar Learning activity Children and adolescents 
Advent Wreath Learning activity Children and adolescents 
Dramatizing the Infancy 
Narratives 

Learning activity Children 

My Gift for Jesus Learning activity Children 
Christmas Gift Giving  Learning activity Adolescents—adults   
Additional Children’s Activities 
1. Happy Birthday to Jesus!   
2. Christmas Bookmark 
3. Christmas Greeting Cards 
4. Christmas Ornaments 

 
Birthday party 
Learning activity 
Learning activity 
Learning activity 

 
Young children 
Young children 
Children 
Children 

Advent Journals Individual reflection Adolescents—adults  
Advent Service—Our Faith Calls Us 
to Serve 

Service learning activity 
and service projects 

Children through adults  

Advent Service—Our Faith Calls Us 
to Serve 

` Older adolescents 
through adults  

Everyday Christianity: To Hunger 
and Thirst for Justice 

Small group learning 
session 

Older adolescents 
through adults  

Advent and Christmas Stories: 
Revealing the Identity of Jesus 

Small group learning 
session 

Young adults and adults  

Journey through Advent with 
Scripture 

Small group faith 
sharing 

Young adults  

Waiting with Hope  Advent journal Young adults  
 
 



 

 2

Home Activities for AdventHome Activities for Advent--ChristmChristmasas  
(Found in Celebrate Family) 

 
 

Seasonal Prayers 
Prayers for Every Day of Advent 
Table Prayers for Advent 
Table Prayer for the Christmas Seasons 
Praying the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary 

Seasonal Rituals 
Blessing before the Christmas Meal and the Christ Candle 
Blessing for a Christmas Crèche 
Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Dia de los Reyes Magos (Three Kings Day, January 6) 
Spiritual Reflection for the Family  

• Preparing for the Messiah 
• The Reign of God 
• God in Our History 
• Sharing Our Gifts 

Seasonal Learning Activities 
Saints for the Season 
Virtue Reality Activities for Families: (1) Generosity, (2) Trust, (3) Simplicity 
Advent Learning Activity: Advent—Did You Know?  
Media and Print Resources for the Advent-Christmas Season 
Popular Gospel Stories 

• Christmas—”Christmas Presence” 
• Holy Family 
• Epiphany—”The Gifts We Bring” 
• Baptism of the Lord—”Our Genealogy (in Christ)” 

Seasonal Service Projects 
Service Ideas for the Season 
An Advent Sharing List for Families  
Childermas  (December 28) 

Seasonal Family Enrichment Activities 
Family Baking Activities 
First Sunday of Advent: “Stir Up Sunday” 
Kwanzaa 
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Advent PlanAdvent Plan  
Focus: Preparing for the MessiahFocus: Preparing for the Messiah  

  
Learning 
Settings  

Preparation 
Activities 

Preparation 
Resources 

Home Activities 
during Advent 

(Celebrate Family) 

Reflection 
Activities 

for Advent 

Young 
children  
(pre-school) 

Advent-Christmas 
Storytelling 

Happy Birthday to 
Jesus! 

Storybooks 
Children’s Bible 
Materials for the 
party 

1. Prayers for Every 
Day of Advent 

2. Table Prayers for 
Advent 

Options 
1. Bumper 

sticker 
2. Poster 

Grade school 
children 
(classes) 

Options 
1. Jesse Tree   
2. Dramatizing the 

Infancy Narratives 

Materials for the 
Jesse Tree 

Bibles, drama 
books, props 

3. Popular Gospel 
Stories: “God in 
our History” 

 

3. Picture 
collage  

4. Photos 
5. Quilt 

Young 
adolescents 
(classes) 

Jesse Tree Materials for the 
Jesse Tree 

4. Popular Gospel 
Stories: 
Christmas—
“Christmas 
Presence” 

6. Bring 
something 
back 

Older 
adolescents, 
young adults, 
and adults  
 

Advent and Christmas 
Stories: Revealing 
the Identity of Jesus 
(small group format) 

Bibles 
The Christmas 

Stories by 
Raymond 
Brown 

Popular Gospel 
Stories: “God in our 
History” 

Popular Gospel 
Stories: Christmas—
“Christmas Presence” 

 
 

1. Spiritual 
Reflection: 
Preparing 
for the 
Messiah 

2. Seasonal 
journal 
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Advent and Christmas StorybooksAdvent and Christmas Storybooks  
 
 
This is a brief selection of children’s storybooks and children’s Bibles that can be used with 
young and older children in a variety of educational settings. Storybooks and videos can be used 
very effectively with young children in intergenerational or family programs, while older 
children, adolescents, and adults participate in the other activities in Generations of Faith. 
 
Cole, Joanna. A Gift from Saint Francis: The First Crèche. New York: William Morrow, 1989. 
Cerqueda, Joan Baro i. (Illustrated by Maria Rius, translated by Carmen Aguinaco, designed by 

Ignasi Ricart) The Bible—A People Listen to God. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press.  
The Children’s Daily Devotional Bible, Contemporary English Version. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
Chittenden, Penelope Beach. Camel for a King. New York: Paulist Press, 1996. 
Dickens, Charles. A Christmas Carol. New York: Holiday, 1983.  
Dunlap, Judith. Illustrated by Steve Erspamer. Jesus Lives—Faith Stories for Young Children. 

Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1998.  
Dunlap, Judith. Illustrated by Steve Erspamer. Yahweh Calls—Faith Stories for Young Children. 

Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1998.  
Freeburg, Paule, Christopher Walker. Illustrated by Jean Germano. Stories and Songs of Jesus. 

Portland, OR: Oregon Catholic Press, 1994. 
Getty-Sullivan, Mary Ann. Illustrated by Marygrace Dulski Antkowski. God Speaks to Us in Dreams 

and Visions. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press. 
Graham, Ruth Bell. One Wintry Night. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.  
Krenzer, Rolf (Illustrated by Linda Maloney, translated by Constanza Droop) Jesus is Born. 

Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1999. 
L’Engle, Madeleine. The Glorious Impossible. (The life of Christ illustrated with frescoes from the 

Scrovegni Chapel by Giotto.) New York: Simon and Schuster, 1990.  
The Life of Jesus—Adapted from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Illustrated by 

Dorothee Duntze. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1999. 
Lucado, Max. Alabaster’s Song. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
Nussbaum, Melissa. Illustrated by Judy Jarrett. Winter Saints—Stories for the Days of Advent and 

Christmas. Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1998. 
O Henry. The Gift of the Magi. Illustrated by Lisbeth Zwerger. New York: Picture Book,1982. 
Paris, Pilar, Joseph Lozano, and Maria Rius. Jesus Grows Up. Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger 

Press, 1995. 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Seven Candles for Kwanzaa. New York: Dial.  
Shepard, Aaron. Baker’s Dozen: A St. Nicholas Tale. New York: Atheneum.  
Van Allsburg, Chris. Polar Express. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1985. 
Van Dyke, Henry. The Other Wise Man. New York: Ideals, 1992.  
Vanier, Jean. I Meet Jesus. New York: Paulist Press.  
Vivas, Julie. The Nativity. San Diego: Gulliver Books, 1998. 
Wangerin, Walter Jr. The Book of God for Children. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1997.  
Walsh, Joan Anglund. Christmas is a Time for Giving. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1961. 
Wildsmith, Brian. A Christmas Story. New York: Knopf, 1993. 
Wilner, Isabel. B is for Bethlehem. New York: Puffin, 1995. 
Wlodarski, Mary Cummins. Illustrated by Steve Erspamer. Yahweh Calls—Faith Stories for Ages 

11 to 14. Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1998.  



 

 5

ActivityActivity  
Jesse TreeJesse Tree  

Exploring Our Faith TraditionExploring Our Faith Tradition  
 
 

Organizing TipOrganizing Tip  
 
Consider using this activity for all grade school children and adolescent programming. Select 
particular people of faith for each age group (or grade level) to minimize overlap among the 
children groupings and among the adolescent groupings. Then create a large Jesse Tree (or 
several Jesse trees) in the worship space at church or in the church foyer to share the work of all 
the groups with families and the whole church community. This is a wonderful way to prepare the 
entire community for the coming of the Messiah.  
 

Activity PlanActivity Plan   
 
1. Gather all the supplies you will need for the Jesse tree activity. 

 
• To make the Jesse tree symbols: cardboard, poster board, construction paper, large file 

cards, and/or clear plastic transparency sheets that can be traced and colored with magic 
marker; aluminum foil, last year’s Christmas cards , (clay or dough can also work well); pens 
or pencils, crayons or colored makers, magazines for photos, tape or glue sticks, etc. 

• To make the Jesse tree: You will also need a bare tree (no leaves) or a series of branches 
that you can connect. Make sure the tree or branches are large enough for you to attach all 
of the Jesse Tree symbols. You may need several trees. Pot the “tree” or branches in a 
bucket using sand and stones to help it to stand erect. 

• If you assign Scripture stories to individuals or pairs, you will need to give them Bibles or a 
copy of their Scripture passage on a handout. 

• Purchase copies of The Jesse Tree by Diane Houdek (Catholic Update, November 1977, 
C1197) for all teachers and program leaders. (Call 800-488-0488 to order.) 

• Purchase copies of Advent—Reclaiming a Birthright by Kathy Mulhern (Youth Update, 
Y1197) for all of the adolescents. (Call 800-488-0488 to order.) 

 
Alternative Format 
Another way to create a Jesse tree without the “tree” is to use a very large sheet of poster 
board or foam core. Draw the outline of a tree on the poster/foam core and use this as a 
display for the Jesse tree symbols.  
 

2. Prior to the session leaders should review The Jesse Tree by Diane Houdek (Catholic Update,  
C1197) and all of the Scripture passages from Stories of Advent—Making Your Jesse Tree 
that will be used in the session.  
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3. Introduce the Jesse tree activity to the group using the following commentary.  
 

Many of us have photographs of parents, grandparents, great-aunts and uncles, and great-
grandparents. Some we actually knew, many we know only through stories. People who 
make up our family tree hold a fascination for us.  
 
So, too, the people who make up our family of faith tell us much about who we are and how 
we are related to God. As Christians we are part of the extended family of Jesus of Nazareth. 
His family tree is the story of salvation history, the story of a people chosen, spared and 
redeemed by God. 
 
Matthew’s genealogy (Mt 1:1-17), which we hear at Christmastime each year, tells us that 
Jesus was the son of David, Israel’s greatest king, and back even further, the son of 
Abraham, the first patriarch of the Hebrew people, the first person called by God. Out of this 
family line, God would take flesh and live among the people of earth. 
 
From medieval times, Christians have been fascinated with visual representations of the 
family tree of Jesus. A stained glass window at Chartres Cathedral in France, built in the 
early 13th century, depicts a Jesus tree, representing the family tree of Jesse, the father of 
King David, that blossoms in the birth of Jesus the Messiah, the “Son of David.” This ancient 
tradition of the Jesse tree was revived in the mid-20th century as an Advent practice.  
(From The Jesse Tree by Diane Houdek. Catholic Update, November 1977, C1197) 
 
Continue with… 
 
The Jesse tree represents Jesus’ family tree. The name is taken from Isaiah 11:1, in which 
Jesus is referred to as a shoot coming up from the stump of Jesse, the father of David. The 
ornaments on the Jesse tree tell of Jesus’ ancestors, and of the events leading to Jesus’ birth. 
While it is hard to establish when and where the custom of the Jesse tree began, it most 
likely started in the Middle Ages as a way to teach Bibles stories. A Jesse tree is a bare 
branch that holds symbols of people from the Old Testament who waited and prepared for 
Jesus. Tradition has it that the love and preparation given the Jesse Tree would make 
flowers burst forth from the branch. This is why a bare branch, rather than an evergreen, is 
used.  
 
Roots are important parts of a tree. As people, we need to know our roots, as well. Often, we 
run from one thing to another without reflecting on where we have been or where we are 
going. As we create a Jesse tree during this Advent season, let us pause and look at the great 
people of faith upon whose shoulders we stand. 
 
To give the group a sense of Jesus’ family tree, read the genealogy of Jesus from the Gospel of 
Matthew, chapter 1:1-17. (Do your best with all the names.) Make the connection between the 
Jesse Tree activity and the genealogy of Jesus. Note how many of the people in the genealogy 
are included on the handout, Stories of Advent—Making Your Jesse Tree.  
 
Activity Option: Your Family Tree 
To illustrate what a genealogy looks like, consider drawing your own family tree on a sheet of 
newsprint or poster board and presenting it to the group at this time.  



 

 7

4. On the handout, Stories of Advent—Making Your Jesse Tree, you will find prominent people 
from the Bible, the references to where you can find their stories, and suggested symbols that 
represent each person. Use the following process to create tree ornaments for the Jesse tree. 

 
a) Select the people from the handout, Stories of Advent, for whom you are going to 

create symbols. (Depending on how the program is organized a particular age group 
may study several people or the entire list.)  

b) Read the passage(s) from the Bible as indicated on the handout, Stories of Faith. For 
older children and adolescents, you can assign individuals or pairs one Bible person 
from the list to read. (You may want to make copies of the handout for each person or 
write the contents of the handout on a sheet of newsprint or poster board.) For younger 
children, you will need to read the Bible stories and guide them in creating symbols. 

c) Create your symbol to hang on the Jesse Tree. For each symbol: include the person(s) 
name, the symbol artwork, and a brief quote from the Scripture passage that captures 
the character or contribution of the person.  

 
You can make the symbols out of cardboard, construction paper, or clear plastic 
transparency sheets that can be traced and colored with magic marker; aluminum foil, last 
year’s Christmas cards, clay or dough. Run a string through the top of each ornament for 
hanging on the tree. 

 
For Adolescent Programming 
Give each young person a copy of Advent—Reclaiming a Birthright by Kathy Mulhern (Youth 
Update, Y1197). Use this as your guide for introducing the meaning of Advent, the stories of 
the great people of faith, and the Jesse tree. Encourage the young people to read sections of 
the article during the session and when they are at home. (Be sure to check out the Leader’s 
Guide for additional ideas.) 

 
5. Invite the individuals or pairs to share their Jesse tree ornament by introducing their person to 

the group, the symbol, and the brief quote from Scripture that they included on their 
ornament.  

 
6. Close by praying The Magnificat (Luke 1:44-57) together. Consider giving each person a copy 

of The Magnificat to take home. Encourage them to take it home and pray it every night during 
the remaining days of Advent, asking Mary to give them the courage to approach God with 
humility and an openness to God’s will and spirit in their lives during this Advent season. 

 

Additional ResourcesAdditional Resources  
 
Advent Stories and Activities—Meeting Jesus through the Jesse Tree. Anne Neuberger. (Mystic 

CT: Twenty-Third Publications, 1997) 
This book introduces the Advent tradition of keeping a Jesse Tree, and offers 24 ancient 
stories and symbols (from creation to the nativity) to mark the days before Christmas for 
children of all ages.  

Tree of Hope: Our Advent Celebration. (Cincinnati, OH: St. Anthony Messenger Press) 
This 32-page booklet contains 14 Jesse tree “ornaments” to color, with prayerful material 
to help you reflect and celebrate. (Single copy: $1.25, bulk discounts available. Call 800-
488-0488.) 
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Variations and ExtensionsVariations and Extensions  
 
u Family Tree of Faith: Have the children and adolescents make a genealogical tree for their 

own family. Have them do the research by asking older relatives to share their knowledge about 
the family’s history. Ask them to identify their family’s “people of faith” and the unique gift or 
strength or characteristic they possessed. During the session, ask the participants to create a 
symbol for each person. These symbols can be placed on the family Christmas tree.  

 
u Parish Tree of Faith: A parish can make a “parish tree of faith” or other similar listing of 

people who have been important to the church family, such as pastors, pastoral associates, lay 
ministers, catechists, teachers, janitors, parishioners, and the like. Place these people’s names 
in a prominent place at the beginning of Advent, and invite the parish to stop by, read the 
“tree,” and offer prayers for those listed on it. 

 

Family ConnectionFamily Connection  
 
44  Provide each family with a copy of The Jesse Tree by Diane Houdek (Catholic Update, 

November 1977, C1197) and invite families to read one Scripture passage each day and talk 
about the importance of the individual person of faith. (Call 800-488-0488 to order.) 
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SStories of Adventtories of Advent——Making Your Jesse TreeMaking Your Jesse Tree  
 

Person  Scripture     Symbol 
Adam and Eve  Genesis 3:1-24     an apple 
Noah   Genesis 6:11—9:17 (or 8:21—9:17)  ark or rainbow 
   (or Genesis 6:5-9, 7:7-16, 8:13-17, 9:12-16)  
Abraham and Sarah Genesis 12:1-7, 15:1-6   camel, tent or star 
Isaac   Genesis 22:1-19    ram 
Rebecca  Genesis 25:19-34; and 27   a well 
Jacob   Genesis 28:10-22 or 32: 25-31  a ladder 
Rachel and Leah Genesis 29:15-30    a veil   
Joseph   Genesis 37:3-4 and 17-36; 50:15-21   coat of many colors 
   (or Genesis 37:1—45:28) 
Moses   Exodus 3:1-15     bush 

Exodus 20:1-21    Ten Commandments (tablets) 
Rahab   Joshua 2:1-21     rope 
Joshua   Joshua 6:1-20     trumpet 
Deborah  Judges 4:1-16     palm tree or tent peg & mallet 
Gideon   Judges 7:1-8, 15-20    torch 
Samson  Judges 13:1-5; 15:14-17   jawbone 
Ruth   Ruth chapters 1—4    anchor (for faithfulness) or  

grains of wheat 
Hannah  1 Samuel 1:1-20, 24-28; 2:18-20  small robe 
Samuel  1 Samuel 3:1-19; 16:1-13   oil 
David   1 Samuel 16:1-16    stringed instrument or  

slingshot or crown (for king) 
Solomon  1 Kings 3:4-15     crown or scepter 
Elijah   1 Kings 19:3-13; 2 Kings 2:1-5, 9-13  chariot 
Jonah   Jonah 1:1-17; 2:10; 3:1-3   whale 
Isaiah   Isaiah 9:1-6 and 11:1-9   branch or lion and lamb 
Ezekiel   Ezekiel 37:1-14 and 24-28   bones 
Esther   Esther 2:17-18; 3:8-15; 4:7-16; 7:10  crown 
Daniel   Daniel 1:1-4; 6:1-28; 7:13-14   lion 
Malachi  Malachi 4:1-6     sun 
Elizabeth   Luke 1:5-25      a home, angel, temple or altar 
John the Baptist Luke 1:57-80     shell and water or a reed 
Joseph   Matthew 1:18-25    hammer or saw 
Mary   Luke 1:26-38, 39-56     lily  

Luke 2:1-14     manger 
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ActivityActivity  
Dramatizing the Infancy NarrativesDramatizing the Infancy Narratives  

 
 

Activity PlanActivity Plan   
 
Use the book, Acting Out the Gospels , by Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND (Twenty-Third Publications, 
1999) to involve children in dramatizing the Infancy Narratives. Each play is full scripted and 
includes instructions, background information, questions for the children, and a closing prayer. 
Depending on the size of the group and the number of leaders, children can work in teams to 
prepare and present several plays that dramatize the readings. Be sure to make the connections for 
the children between the play and the liturgies of Advent and Christmas.  
 
Acting Out the Gospels includes the following plays for Advent and Christmas: 
 

n The Announcement of John’s Birth (page 5) 
n The Annunciation (page 7) 
n The Visitation (page 9) 
n The Birth of John (page 12) 
n The Birth of Jesus (page 15) 
n The Visit of the Magi (page 18) 
n The Presentation (page 22) 
n The Boy Jesus in the Temple (page 25) 

 
Present the dramatizations one-by-one. After each presentation, invite the “audience” to share their 
feelings and thoughts about that particular play.  
 
After all of the presentations, ask the children to share their feelings and thoughts about the 
Advent-Christmas plays, and what they have learned about the birth of Jesus. 
 
Conclude by reminding the children to listen for the Scripture readings when they participate in the 
Advent and Christmas liturgies. 
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Small Group Learning SessionSmall Group Learning Session  
Advent and Christmas Stories: Advent and Christmas Stories:   
Revealing the Identity of JesusRevealing the Identity of Jesus  

 
 

Focusing 
When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others 
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
(Matthew 16:13-16)  (New American Bible) 
 

Gathering  
Take a few moments to connect or re-connect with the members of your group.  
 

Reflecting  
This small group session focuses on learning about Jesus through the readings of Advent 
and Christmas. Take a moment for quiet meditation on your personal images of Jesus. 
Review the activity below before beginning your meditation. Then share your reflections 
with your group. This is a storytelling experience so be sure to give each person time to 
share his or her story without interruptions or discussion. 
  
°°  Close your eyes and relax. Call to mind all that you have learned about Jesus Christ 

from the Gospels, from family and friends, from your ethnic tradition, from your 
participation in church life (Sunday Mass, religious education, justice and service 
projects, etc.). Ask yourself, Who is Jesus? What image or understanding best reflects 
who Jesus is for you today? Capture this image in a key word or phrase, or draw a 
picture or symbol.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 12

°°  Take a moment now to reflect on who Jesus is by using the following questions: 
♦ What does your image or understanding of Jesus say about your thoughts and 

feelings about Jesus? What does it say about your thoughts and feelings about 
yourself? 

♦ How does your image of Jesus influence your relationship with him and the way 
you live your Christian faith? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

°°  Share your image or understanding of Jesus with the group, and then discuss the two 
reflection questions as a group. 

 

Discovering 
What can we learn about Jesus from the Scripture readings of Advent and Christmas? 
The Discovery activity explores the identity of Jesus as presented by the Sunday 
readings of Advent and Christmas, and the Infancy Narratives of Matthew and Luke.  

 
Part One: Reading the Scriptures of Advent and Christmas  
Each person in the group should select one (or more) of the passages below to read. Use 
the questions to guide your reflections. After the reading and reflection, each person 
shares his or her findings with the group.  
 
°°  As you read your Scripture passage, reflect on the following two questions: What does 

this passage tell us about the identity of Jesus? How does this passage connect 
Jesus’ coming with the history of Israel (the Hebrew Scriptures)? 

1. Jeremiah 33:14-16 (Advent Week 1, Cycle C) 
2. Isaiah 11:1-10 (Advent Week 2, Cycle A) 
3. Matthew 3:1-12 (Advent Week 2, Cycle A) 
4. Mark 1:1-8 (Advent Week 2, Cycle B) 
5. Baruch 5:1-9 (Advent Week 2, Cycle C) 
6. Luke 3:1-6 and 7-18 (Advent Week 2, Cycle C) 
7. Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 (Advent Week 3, Cycle A) 
8. Matthew 11:2-11 (Advent Week 3, Cycle A) 
9. Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 (Advent Week 3, Cycle B) 
10. John 1:6-8, 19-28 (Advent Week 3, Cycle B) 
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11. Micah 5:1-4 (Advent Week 4, Cycle C) 
12. Isaiah 9:1-6 (Christmas, Midnight Mass) 
13. Isaiah 52:7-10 (Christmas Mass during the Day) 
14. John 1:1-18 (Christmas Mass during the Day) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

°°  After reading your Scripture passage and reflecting on the two questions, share your 
findings with the group. Give a brief summary of your Scripture passage and then your 
responses to the two questions: What does this passage tell us about the identity of 
Jesus? How does this passage connect Jesus’ coming with the history of Israel (the 
Hebrew Scriptures)? 

 
Part Two: Reading the Infancy Narratives  
°°  Read the first section of The Christmas Stories: Exploring the Gospel Infancy 

Narratives by Raymond Brown, S.S. (Scripture from Scratch N1294). This presents an 
introduction to the Infancy Narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

°°  Divide into two groups to explore the Infancy Narratives. One group reviews Matthew 
1—2:12, while the other group reviews Luke 1:26—2:20. Examine the Infancy 
Narratives for answers to the questions: 

♦ What does this Infancy Narrative tell us about the identity of Jesus?  
♦ How does this Infancy Narrative connect Jesus’ coming with the history of Israel 

(the Hebrew Scriptures)? 

°°  Discuss your responses to the first question as a group, focusing first on Matthew’s 
account and then on Luke’s account.  

°°  Read the second section, “Who is Jesus” in The Christmas Stories: Exploring the 
Gospel Infancy Narratives by Raymond Brown, S.S.  

°°  Compare your responses to the essay. What new insights did you gain from the essay? 

°°  Discuss your responses to the second question as a group, focusing first on Matthew’s 
account and then on Luke’s account.  

°°  Read the third section, “Jesus’ Infancy Echoes Israel’s History,” in The Christmas 
Stories: Exploring the Gospel Infancy Narratives by Raymond Brown, S.S.  

°°  Compare your responses to the essay. What new insights did you gain from the essay? 
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Sharing 
Take a moment to reflect on the meaning of the Advent and Christmas readings for you. 
Use the following questions to guide you. Then share your reflections with your group. 
  
°°  Return to the opening Reflecting activity. Take a few moments now to compare your 

understanding of the identity of Jesus (Who is Jesus?) with Scripture readings for 
Advent-Christmas, and the essay by Raymond Brown. Use the following questions to 
guide your reflection 

♦ How have the Scripture readings and the essay affected your understanding or 
image of Jesus Christ? Will your understanding or image change?  

♦ What impact might your learning have on your relationship with Jesus Christ?  

°°  Share your responses with the group. This is a sharing experience so be sure to give 
each person time to share his or her responses without interruptions or discussion. 

°°  In his essay, “The Christmas Stories,” Fr. Raymond Brown summarizes the impact of 
the Infancy Narratives on our understanding of Jesus when he writes, 

“In a very real way, then, the infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke are like mini-
Gospels. They contain the basic revelation of the full identity of Jesus, and the way 
in which this revelation was shared, evangelizing some, but causing rejection and 
hatred among others.” 

“…we find a clear emphasis on the conception and birth of the Savior King of the 
House of David and God’s unique Son. This identity of Jesus is splendidly set in the 
context of the Old Testament echoes, to show that the God who is acting through 
Jesus behaves consistently with the way the God of Israel has acted in the past.” 

As a group, discuss what you have learned about Jesus through your study of the 
Infancy Narratives.  
 

Living 
Reflect on the Infancy Narratives and the Meaning of the Incarnation 
Find a quiet place this week to pray, read the Scriptures, and reflect on the meaning of 
the Incarnation for you.  

°°  Read Matthew 1—2:23 and Luke 1:5—2:40 (Infancy Narratives), and John 1:1-18.  
 
Read More about the Life of Jesus 
°°  Jesus: A Gospel Portrait. Donald Senior. (New York: Paulist Press, 1992) 
°°  Jesus Before Christianity. Albert Nolan. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1977) 
°°  Jesus of the Gospels. Arthur Zannoni. (Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1996) 
°°  Living Jesus—Learning the Heart of the Gospel. Luke Timothy Johnson. (San 

Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1999). 
°°  Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time. Marcus Borg. (San Francisco: 

HarperSanFrancisco, 1994) 
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Praying 
Conclude the session by praying together Psalm 146. 

 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.  

 
Do not put your trust in princes, 

in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 

on that very day their plans perish.  
 
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 

who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry.  
 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

the LORD loves the righteous. 
The LORD watches over the strangers; 

he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  

 
The LORD will reign forever, 

your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 
 
(Psalm 146, NRSV)  
 


