
Most of  us love to sing Christmas songs, since we only get to 
do it once a year (unless you work in a department store that 
plays Christmas music). As familiar as we are with the songs of  
Christmas, there are four songs we may not be familiar with that 
celebrate the birth of  Jesus. 

Zechariah’s Song
Zechariah and his wife were going to have a baby—John—and 
that baby would be a prophet who would be like Elijah, calling 
people to repentance and back to God. The news (given by an 
angel) that he and his wife were going to have a baby at their 
advanced age was hard to believe. It’s no surprise that Zechariah 
questioned the angel, causing him to lose the power of  speech. 
Was Zechariah being punished? Maybe not. Maybe in the silence, 
God was preparing Zechariah for Christmas. Zechariah must 

have poured over the Scriptures, trying to understand what was happening. He must have spent 
long hours in prayer trying to understand what the angel had said and what the role of  his son 
would be in introducing the Messiah. Read his song in Luke 1:68–79.

Mary’s Song
Most of  us know that Mary had to travel away from her home when she was close to delivering 
a child. But there is another journey Mary made; an internal journey that involved significant 
change of  heart for this teenage girl who was about to give birth to the Chosen One. It’s a journey 
of  trust—the emotional distance she traveled after finding out that her life’s plan was about to be 
forever changed. Look at Mary’s song, also referred to as “The Magnificat,” in Luke 1:46–55.

Angels’ Song
This is the most familiar of  the songs. It was short, but powerful. These angels did not bring the 
wonderful message of  Christ’s birth to those who had influence. Instead they came to the least 
significant, least respected, least likely people in the community—the shepherds. So when God’s 
messenger said he came to bring good news to all people, he demonstrated it by starting at the 
bottom. First there was one angel, who was joined by “a great company of  angels.” That phrase 
means “more than could be counted.” If  you think one angel is scary, how’d you like to see 
angels from here to infinity? Read their song in Luke 2:14.

Simeon’s Song
It was a dark time in Israel. There had been no new revelation from God through either the 
Scripture or the prophets in over 400 years. But although Simeon’s body was failing, his spirit 
grew stronger, because the hope that was in him was greater than the hopelessness around 
him. Day after day, month after month, year after year, Simeon waited. He must have known the 
prophecies—known what to look for. And when the day finally came, he broke into song. Read 
Luke 2:29–32.

Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com to download the Bible study, “The Songs of Advent,” by Ed 
Rowell, for an expanded study of these songs.
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